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(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

(3) SYLLABUS 

Terminology, methodological tools and new research trends in the academic study of magic 
and mysticism. Tracing magic in the Aegean world of the Bronze Age. Ontology and semantics 
of the Egyptian magical system of thought and practice (heka). The socio-political 
components and configurations of the magical phenomenon in Pharaonic and Greco-Roman 
Egyp.  Sacramental forms and traditions. The mystical phenomenon during Late Antiquity 
(Neoplatonism, Hermeticism, Gnosticism). The concepts of the soul and human existence in 

Learning outcomes 
 
 
By the end of the course students should be capable to know: 
 

ü the terminology, the methodological tools and the new research trends in the 
academic study of magic and mysticism in antiquity 

ü the special characteristics and development of the magical phenomenon in the 
eastern Mediterranean 

ü the interaction, osmosis and transformation of magico-religious symbols in the 
multicultural environment of the eastern Mediterranean 

ü the archeology of magic 
ü the ontology and semantics of the Egyptian magical system of thought and practice 

(heka) 
ü Egypt as interactive topos of the ancient Greek and Christian theologians 
ü the peculiarities of the mystical tradition and theurgical philosophy of Late Antiquity 
ü the mystical revival, esoteric anti-enlightenment and modernism 

 



relation to the divine in the mystery cults of Late Antiquity. The Egyptian mystery religious 
tradition and its role in the Christian theology. The role of the Alexandrian hermeneutic 
tradition in the creation of orthodox mystical theology. The philosophical and theological 
aspects of Jewish mysticism (Kabbalah). Mystical revival, inner counter-enlightenment, 
empiricism and modernism in the modern era (20th and 21st centuries). 
 

 
(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 
 

DELIVERY 
 

Face-to-face 

USE OF INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNOLOGY  
 

Use of the e-class platform 

TEACHING METHODS 
 

Activity Semester workload 
Lectures 39 hours (1.56 ECTS) 
Study hours 83 hours (3.32 ECTS) 
Final Exams 3 hours (0.12 ECTS) 
  
Course total 125 hours (5 ECTS) 

 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
EVALUATION 

 
 

Summative evaluation 
short-answer questions 
Essay 
Oral examination 
 
Evaluation procedure is stated on the e-class platform  
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